GLENNART FARM

Care and Maintenanceof Patsy and Oreo

Patsy and Oreo come from the herd at Glennart Farm in West Side Chicago IL.  They consist of a small number of goats sold by the farm each year.  GlennArt is dedicated to giving credit to our God, restoring the community in our neighborhood and providing healthful food to our neighbors and the city of Chicago.  To that end, GlennArt maintains a small herd of dairy goats to provide raw milk and milk products.  These two goats come from a very healthy herd.  This document is dedicated to their care. 
Feed
Goats need three types of feed:  hay, greens and grain.  Hay consists of over 50 percent of a diet.

Greens at 30 percent, include vegetables and available forage, such as grasses, bushes and trees.  Grain consists of oats,rye, soy(depends) and corn, about 20 percent.

Hay
Goats generally eat from 12 to 14 pounds of food a day.  Both Patsy and Oreo are quite small.  So we will calculate the 12 number.  Fifty percent of their hay is 12 pounds per day for the two of them. One bale averages 50 pounds.  Roughly  the two of them will eat one bale every three days.  This is 2.5 bales per week, 10 bales per month.  If you buy 40 bales you will have enough to feed them for four months.  

Hay must be stored out of light and dry from weather.  Hay is the basic feed that must be available at all times. 24 hours a day. It balances their rumen( stomaches) and keeps their diet clean. Recently we have begun using http://galushafarm.com/ .  They charge a delivery fee.

Greens
Consider a space that they can graze, bringing branches of maple and other trees is very popular.  If you have a space to develop, consider planting oats, field peas, and other forage crops.  Goats like bushes more than grasses.  DO NOT leave them for long periods of time at one place.  They tend to fall ill.

We obtain greens from grocery stores.  Many schools, stores and households have greens to throw out.  These animals are used to eating:  turnups, tomatoes, kale, lettuce, carrots, corn, squash, fruits.  They cannot eat melons, or watermelons.  If you have a garden, they can help you clean it up. 

Grain
Grain is found easily from various sources:  Feed Store on Archer and the 55 is your closest and Belmont Feed on Belmont Avenue in Chicago also has supplies.  Homer Glen has a BIG R, which will provide goat feed. (Please buy non medicated). Grain comes in 40-50 pound bags.  It should last a while.  Patsy receives 1 cup twice a day, and Orea ½ cup twice day. We obtain our feed from Frank Organics in Jefferson Wisconsin.  The bags cost $16.00 per 40 pounds.

Water
Goats need access to fresh water 24 hours per day.  They are picky about clean water.  It needs to be changed at least twice a day.  If it looks clean, and they are not drinking from it, change it anyway.  In the winter we obtain an electric bucket to keep the water from freezing.  Or we change it often.  Goats like hot water in the winter and cool water in the summer.

Housing:
The girls need 41 square feet per goat to occupy at night.  They pee and poo a lot so they need to have their night time space cleaned daily.  We put down large pieces of carboard under shavings.  Shavings  are $6.00 per bag, using aboaut 1/3 a bag per every two days.  The carboard cuts down the cost of shavings.  If you can find pallets with some boards on them, the animals can sleep off the ground.  We use pallets because they are free.  Some stores throw them away.  Goats need space from cold, damp concrete.

Care
A.  Hooves: Hooves are trimmed every six weeks.  Every month in the summer because they grow faster in the heat.  Hoof cutter are sold for about $30 per pair at the websites listed below.

B. Stomaches/ Parasites:  If you are grazing continuously in one place, you need to keep an eye on the poops.  IF they are having diareeha or loose poops  continuously.  You should provide them with Ivermectin, a parasite medication.  Otherwise if they eat one thing too much, they might get a bad stomach.  Baking sode helps. http://www.caprinesupply.com/wormer-rotation-pack.html
C. Minerals:  Goats need bicarbanate of soda and a mineral mix.  Here are the two places to obtain the mineral mix. And feeder.  Goats lick these items as they need them. 
https://www.jefferspet.com/products/mineral-feeder. We have given the girls a special copper pill.  If you call us in about 8 months, we can provide another.  Their resistence to illness is increased with proper copper balance. This 'wonder' pill is available on many websites, as well as Amazon:

https://www.amazon.com/UltraCruz-sc-363568-Copper-Bolus-adults/dp/B01LW7QLOE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1517698729&sr=8-1&keywords=copper+bolus+goat
D. Feeders:  Is it always easier to get a feeder to feed the grain.  Here is a place to purchase this:
https://www.jefferspet.com/products/mini-sheep-foal-feeder
E. Hay feeder: http://www.caprinesupply.com/folding-hay-feeder.html You will save money by placing this feeder about 3.5 feet off the ground.  Place ALL hay here not on the ground.  If they poo on it, it is dirty and wasted.  

F. Stanchion.  A stanchion is helpful to train the goat to eat grain, and to be occupied while you cut hooves, or check on their health.  We use it to milk.  Here are some plans to make: http://fiascofarm.com/files/Milk_Stand_Plans.pdf
Thank you for reviewing our goat care document.  We appreciate any feedback.  
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